
 
 

Here in this house in the Berggasse of the city of Teschen Viktor Ullmann war born of 
1st of January 1898. His father Maximilian Ullmann was from his profession a military 
officer. During this time the city of Teschen was the place of the high command of of 

the k.u.k. Wehrmacht, the imperial and royal army of the Hapsburgempire. And 
Maximilian Ullmann worked in this time there. Today the city of Teschen is a parted 

city along the river Olsa between the Republic of Poland, Cieszyn, and the Czech 
Republic, Český Těšín. 
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"The Emperor of Atlantis or The Disobedience of Death" Play in one act 
Music and Libretto by Viktor Ullmann on the 123rd anniversary of his birthday 
 

On the 1st of January 1898 Viktor Ullmann was born in the city of Teschen. Teschen 
was not the hometown of his parents, but his father, the professional military officer  
Lieutenant Colonel Maximilian Ullmann, served at this time in the city of Teschen. At 
this time the city was the place of the High Command of the k.u.k. Wehrmacht, the 
imperial and royal army of the Hapsburgempire. There Viktor UIlmann attended the 
elementary of school of the Teacher Training Institute at Teschen, and he attended 
also the first class of the gymnasium, the I. B-Klasse, before he moved over to 
Vienna with his mother Malvine Ullmann into the third district of Vienna, there he 
attended the Rasumofsky-Gymnasium. At the city of Teschen Viktor Ullmann learned 
also playing the piano with training one time in a week. As a child he saw and heard 
concerts of military bands and he heard also the musical military signals of the k.u.k. 
Wehrmacht, which he heard and saw during marches and parades, especially in the 
year 1906, as in this year the military maneuver for the emperor Franz Joseph I. took 
place at Teschen. There he saw for his first time in his life the emperor. And Franz 
Joseph I. was also the Duke of Auschwitz in this time. This first musical impression 
will be found later also in the anti-war opera "The Emperor of Atlantis" written Viktor 
Ullmann himself in libretto and music. 



    

    
 

Pictures from the first performance ever of the anti-war opera of Viktor Ullmann "The 
Emperor of Atlantis or The Disobedience of Death" in a production of ARBOS - 
Company for Music and Theatre on 23rd of May 1995 at the so-called Dresdner 

Kaserne of the former concentrationcamp of Terezin, 51 years after the rehearsals at 
Terezin. Viktor Ullmann himself wrote the libretto of the opera. He worked on his anti-

war opera from 1917 to 1944. In summer 1944 he finished his anti-war opera during the 
Freizeitgestaltung - leisure time activities - in the concentrationcamp of Terezin. He 

finished the opera after 27 years of working on it. 
 

During his time at the gymnasium  in Vienna he got also lessons in composition and 
conducting by Josef Polnauer. And also during this time in Vienna Viktor Ullmann 
became an excellent player on the piano. During The Great War in May 1916 Viktor 
Ullmann finished the gymnasium with the final exams with a so-called war diploma. 
On advice of his father he started the military service as a one year volunteer. He 
was trained to an artillery observer of the most modern piece of artillery of The Great 
War, the 38cm-howitzer produced by the arms factory of Škoda. In the night from 
October 23rd to 24th he became a witness of the gas attac during the start of the 
12th battle in theatre of war in the valley of the river Isonzo near Bovec, there poison 
gase of green cross and blue cross were used. During his military service Viktor 
Ullmann was also the musical officer of his unit responsible for the entertainment of 
soldiers and people as a part of the Freizeitgestaltung - leisure time activities. And for 
these activities he had a chamber orchestra in the same size as for his anti-war 
opera "The Emperor of Atlantis or The Disobedience of Death". Since the year 1917 
Ullmann worked on the theme of this anti-war opera based on his own military 
experiences of The First World War. he himself wrote the libretto for the opera. In the 
composition of the music he used the musical military signals of the k.u.k. 
Wehrmacht in citations., which he knew also from his childhood in the city of 
Teschen. After 27 years of work on the opera in summer 1944 Viktor Ullmann 
finished his anti-war opera in the concentration camp of Terezin as a part of the 
Freizeitgestaltung - leisure time activities. In special scenic arrangement Ullmann's 
opera was rehearsed at Terezin, but Ullmann himself did not attend the rehearsals. 
After the end of the rehearsals he finished the composition of his anti-war opera after 
years of work. In summe 1944 no performance of Ullmann's opera happened at 
Terezin. So 51 years later after the Terezin rehearsals on 23rd of Max 1995 
Ullmann's opera was performed for the very first time at Terezin in a production of 
ARBOS - Company for Music and Theatre in the original version of Viktor Ullmann. 
This production was the best opera performance of the year 1993 in the Czech 
Republic. The reconstruction of the original version could be done with the help and 
support of the surviving musicians from Terezin, the singer Karel Berman and the 
violin players Paul Kling and Herbert Thomas Mandl. See also the link to the essay; 
https://www.arbos.at/ullmann/downloads/HG_Karel_Berman_mr_2019%20-
%20BS_VB.pdf 



 
 

Facsimile of the original cast of the first performance ever of Viktor Ullmann's anti-war 
opera "The Emperor of Atlantis or The Disobedience of Death" on 23rd of May 1995 in 

a production of ARBOS - Company for Music and Theatre,  
51 years after the Terezin rehearsals. 


